
📱 Lightphone vs Android Family Link vs iOS Screen 
Time 

✨ Introduction 
Digital access management has become increasingly important as both families and 
organizations seek smarter ways to manage device usage, productivity, and content 
exposure. While Android and iOS provide built-in tools like Family Link and Screen 
Time, they often fall short in flexibility, scalability, and enforceability. 

Lightphone is designed to offer advanced, customizable, and tamper-resistant 
control features suitable for parents, schools, and enterprises alike. 

 

This document presents a comprehensive comparison between Lightphone, Android 
Family Link, and iOS Screen Time, highlighting how Lightphone enables enhanced 
usage governance, remote administration, and content filtering across various 
real-world scenarios. 

 

🌟 Feature ✅ Lightphone 
App 

🤖 Android 
Family Link 

🍎 iOS Screen 
Time 

🧩 Custom App 
Category 
Definition 

✔️ User-defined 
categories (e.g., 
Games, Social, 
Study) 

❎ Fixed 
categories only 

❎ Fixed 
categories only 

⏱️ App Usage 
Limits by Custom 
Categories 

✔️ Fully supported ❎ Not available ❎ Not available 

🌐 DNS-Based 
Category Content 
Filtering 

✔️ Built-in DNS 
filter with category 
control 

❎ Not supported ❎ Not supported 

🌙 
Exclusive/Night 
Mode 

✔️ Fully supported, 
configurable 

❎ Not supported ❎ Not supported 



🛠️ Dynamic Rule 
Groups 

✔️ Create and 
switch rule sets on 
the fly 

❎ Not supported ❎ Not supported 

🔐 Smart App 
Lock Feedback 

✔️ Shows why an 
app is locked 

❎ Generic lock or 
silent block 

❎ Minimal 
feedback 

📊 App & 
Category Usage 
Tracking 

✔️ Detailed 
insights with 
visuals 

🟡 Basic app 
usage data 

🟡 Basic data via 
Screen Time 

🌍 Remote 
Management via 
Web Console 

✔️ Full control 
from web 

🟡 Limited via 
families.google.co
m 

❎ No web 
dashboard 

🚫 App Launch 
Interception & 
Control 

✔️ Native control 
via Device Owner 

❎ Not available ❎ Not available 

👨‍👧‍👦 Multi-Device 
Rule Syncing 

✔️ Apply profiles 
to multiple devices 

🟡 Manual setup 🟡 Manual setup 

📥 Block App 
Installations 

✔️ Allowlist/block 
mode 

🟡 Approval 
required 

🟡 Somewhat 
controllable 

🔌 Fully Offline 
Enforcement 

✔️ Works offline ❎ Needs internet ❎ Needs internet 

🚨 Instant Device 
Lockdown 

✔️ Admin can 
instantly lock 
device 

❎ No real-time 
lock 

❎ No instant lock 

📝 Tamper Logs / 
Audit Trails 

✔️ Logs all actions ❎ Not supported ❎ Not supported 

🆓 No 
Dependency on 
Google/Apple ID 

✔️ Independent of 
Google/Apple ID 

❎ Google ID 
required 

❎ Apple ID 
required 

Dysmas
Machine à écrire
Note 1

Dysmas
Machine à écrire
Note 2

Dysmas
Machine à écrire
Note 1 and 2 : It is important to add a note or a comment somewhere to explain that this information is accessible by the user only, not by the administrator. 



🧭 Legend 
- ✔️ Fully Supported​
- 🟡 Partially Supported / Limited​
- ❎ Not Supported 

🔚 Conclusion 
While Android Family Link and iOS Screen Time offer a starting point for managing 
device access, they are limited in customizability, enforcement, and administrative 
reach. 

Lightphone bridges this gap by providing robust, administrator-defined rule sets, 
offline enforcement, tamper resistance, and actionable insights—all remotely 
managed from a unified dashboard. 

 

Whether you're a parent, educator, or organizational administrator, Lightphone 
delivers a comprehensive and reliable alternative to default control systems, 
empowering you with the tools to manage digital access your way. 
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